The European advocacy perspective on mammography screening.
Controversy and publicity about the value of mammography screening programs continue in Europe and across the globe. As Europe's breast cancer advocacy organisation, Europa Donna-The European Breast Cancer Coalition advocates for mammography screening as one of the essential services to which all women should have access, stipulating, however, that mammography screening programs must be set up and carried out in accordance with the European Guidelines for quality assurance in breast cancer screening and diagnosis. Europa Donna's involvement and history in following programs and progress in this area is extensive and dates back to 2001. The communication process for women eligible for screening is complicated and needs to be addressed appropriately in every country. However, the position of our organisation remains unchanged: Mammography screening carried out according to EU Guidelines is the best form of early detection available today and the scientific evidence shows that it improves mortality rates from the disease.